ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY

20. DOES THE DEVELOPMENT PROVIDE (OR IS IT CLOSE TO)
COMMUNITY FACILITIES SUCH AS A SCHOOL, PARKS,

PLAY AREAS, SHOPS, PUBS OR CAFES?

Creating successful residential areas

is about much more than just providing
opportunities for homes that respond to
people’'s needs.

It is about providing a framework within which
communities can grow.

Appropriate community facilities and services,
such as open spaces, créches, day-care and
health services, local pubs and other places for
residents, are important in this framework. Large
developments or schemes in urban areas should
include facilities that help meet the needs of the
area. Services benefit from being close together
so planning should allow for this in areas with
greatest access.

Consulting the local community can help make
sure that plans reflect community needs as well as
encouraging local people to get involved in making
decisions about their neighbourhood. For smaller
developments, features that might help unite the
community could include play areas, a gym and
health facilities. If facilities are not provided within
the development, the layout should make sure
people have easy access to nearby facilities.

Evidence should show that the

proposed design:

® provides adequate good quality open
space and play areas

® includes, or provides access to
nursery/creche, primary and
secondary schools

® includes, or provides access to
appropriate retail provision, e.g. local
greengrocers/newsagents

® includes, or provides access to

community facilities, e.g. GPs practice,

post office, place of worship, pub,
village hall

This could be provided with evidence
around the following themes:
Uses

And could include the following information:
community consultation report

Relevant visual evidence
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OVERALL CONCEPT

Page 1 Page 2 Page 3

This concept sketch communicates many of the key
ideas about the project, giving an overall sense of its
character and connections with the context. It shows
the intended block structure and highlights edges

of buildings fronting onto key streets and spaces.
These key spaces are shaded to suggest two distinct
character areas within the proposed development.
Footpaths are shown as dotted lines to suggest that
thought has been given to pedestrian connectivity.

Relevant criteria
1/3/4/5/9/11/16

CHARACTER DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
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OVERALL CONCEPT

Page 1 Page 2 Page 3

Concept Plan

This concept diagram shows the key elements driving
the layout of the scheme. It shows how the design
team is thinking about the development in terms of
“building blocks” of distinct use or character. It also
shows the key connections and relationships between
these “building blocks” and the surrounding area.

To understand the basic idea informing the design
approach at this stage, no further detail on the design
of individual buildings is required.

Relevant criteria
1/3/4/5/9/11/16

CHARACTER DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
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LAYOUTS (INCLUDING CONTEXT)
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This layout plan provides information on one phase of
a staged masterplan. It gives a good overview of the
proposed layout, and gives an indication of the type

of spaces created.

Relevant criteria
1/2/3/4/5/6/9/10/11/12/16/ 20
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FURTHER READING

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

11. Is the design specific to

the scheme?

Urban design compendium
(English Partnerships and the
Housing Corporation, 2000/2007)
Design review: how CABE
evaluates quality in architecture
and urban design

(CABE 2006)

12.1s public space well designed

and does it have suitable
management arrangements

in place?

Start with the park

(CABE Space, 2005)

Paving the way: how we achieve
clean, safe and attractive streets
(ODPM and CABE, 2002)
Actions for housing growth:
creating a legacy of great places
(CABE 2007)

13. Do buildings or spaces

outperform statutory minima,
such as Building Regulations?
Housing quality indicators:
www.communities.gov.uk/
housingqualityindicators

The green guide to housing
specification (Anderson and
Howard, BRE, 2000)
www.ecohomes.org

Perceptions of privacy

and density (Design for Homes,
Popular Housing Research, 2003)
Code for Sustainable Homes
(DCLG, 2006)

14. Has the scheme made use
of advances in construction
or technology that enhances
its performance, quality
and attractiveness?

® Homing in on excellence: a
commentary on the use of
offsite fabrication methods for
the UK housebuilding industry
(The Housing Forum, Rethinking
Construction)

® Manufacturing excellence: UK
capacity in offsite manufacturing
(Construction Excellence, 2004)

® Prefabulous homes: the new
housebuilding agenda (David
Birkbeck and Andrew Scoones,
Constructing Excellence, 2005)

® The green guide to housing
specification (Anderson and
Howard, BRE, 2000)

® www.ecohomes.org

15. Do internal spaces and layout
allow for adaptation, conversion
or extension?

® www.jrt.org.uk/housingandcare/
lifetimehomes

® Better places to live:

a companion guide to PPG3
(DTLR and CABE, 2001)

® The Home buyers’ guide: what
to look and ask for when buying
a new home (Alex Ely, CABE and
Black Dog Publishing, 2004)

NEEnn

ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY

16. Does the development

have easy access to

public transport?

Better places to live:

a companion guide to PPG3
(DTLR and CABE, 2001)

Urban design compendium
(English Partnerships and the
Housing Corporation, 2000/2007)

. Does the development have

any features that reduced its
environmental impact?

The green guide to housing
specification (Anderson and
Howard, BRE, 2000)

Code for Sustainable Homes
(DCLG, 2006)
www.ecohomes.org

Capital gains: making high-density
housing work (London Housing
Federation 2002)

Perceptions of privacy

and density (Design for

Homes, Popular Housing
Research, 2003)

Urban design compendium
(English Partnerships and the
Housing Corporation, 2000/2007)

18.1s there a tenure mix that

reflects the needs of the
local community?

Better places to live: a
companion guide to PPG3
(DTLR and CABE, 2001)

19. Is there an accommodation
mix that reflects the needs
and aspirations of the
local community?

® (Capital gains: making high-density
housing work (London Housing
Federation 2002)

® Better places to live:
a companion guide to PPG3
(DTLR and CABE, 2001)

20.Does the development provide
(or is it close to) community
facilities such as a school,
parks, play areas, shops,
pubs or cafés?

® The Home buyers’ guide:
what to look and ask for
when buying a new home
(Alex Ely, CABE and Black Dog
Publishing, 2004)

e Start with the park
(CABE Space, 2005)

® Urban design compendium
(English Partnerships and the
Housing Corporation, 2000/2007)

® (Creating successful masterplans:
a guide for clients (CABE 2004)

DEEER
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