
20. DoES THE DEvELoPmEnT ProvIDE (or IS IT CLoSE To) 
CommunITy FACILITIES SuCH AS A SCHooL, PArkS, 
PLAy ArEAS, SHoPS, PuBS or CAFES? 

EnvIronmEnT AnD CommunITy 

Creating successful residential areas 
is about much more than just providing 
opportunities for homes that respond to 
people’s needs. 

it is about providing a framework within which 
communities can grow. 

appropriate community facilities and services, 
such as open spaces, crèches, day-care and 
health services, local pubs and other places for 
residents, are important in this framework. large 
developments or schemes in urban areas should 
include facilities that help meet the needs of the 
area. Services benefit from being close together 
so planning should allow for this in areas with 
greatest access. 

Consulting the local community can help make 
sure that plans reflect community needs as well as 
encouraging local people to get involved in making 
decisions about their neighbourhood. For smaller 
developments, features that might help unite the 
community could include play areas, a gym and 
health facilities. if facilities are not provided within 
the development, the layout should make sure 
people have easy access to nearby facilities. 

relevant visual evidence 
proposed design: 
Evidence should show that the 

• provides adequate good quality open 
space and play areas 

• includes, or provides access to 33 

layouts 
(including 
context) 

uses 

nursery/crèche, primary and 

secondary schools
 

• includes, or provides access to 
appropriate retail provision, e.g. local 

greengrocers/newsagents
 

• includes, or provides access to 
community facilities, e.g. gps practice, 
post office, place of worship, pub, 
village hall 

This could be provided with evidence 
around the following themes: 
uses 

And could include the following information: 
community consultation report 
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ovErALL ConCEPT 

page 1 page 2 page 3 

this concept sketch communicates many of the key 
ideas about the project, giving an overall sense of its 
character and connections with the context. it shows 
the intended block structure and highlights edges 
of buildings fronting onto key streets and spaces. 
these key spaces are shaded to suggest two distinct 
character areas within the proposed development. 
Footpaths are shown as dotted lines to suggest that 
thought has been given to pedestrian connectivity. 

relevant criteria 
1 / 3 / 4 / 5 / 9 / 11 / 16 
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ovErALL ConCEPT 

page 1 page 2 page 3 

this concept diagram shows the key elements driving 
the layout of the scheme. it shows how the design 
team is thinking about the development in terms of 
“building blocks” of distinct use or character. It also 
shows the key connections and relationships between 
these “building blocks” and the surrounding area. 
to understand the basic idea informing the design 
approach at this stage, no further detail on the design 
of individual buildings is required. 

relevant criteria 
1 / 3 / 4 / 5 / 9 / 11 / 16 
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This layout plan provides information on one phase of 
a staged masterplan. It gives a good overview of the 
proposed layout, and gives an indication of the type  
of spaces created. 

Page 1	 Page 2	 Page 3	 Page 4

Relevant criteria	  
1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 5 / 6 / 9 / 10 / 11 / 12 / 16 / 20
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DESIgn & ConSTruCTIon 

11.		Is	the	design	specific	to	 
the scheme? 

•		 urban design compendium 
(English partnerships and the 
housing Corporation, 2000/2007) 

•		 Design review: how CabE 
evaluates quality in architecture 
and urban design 
(CabE 2006) 

12. Is public space well designed 
and does it have suitable 
management arrangements 
in place? 

•		 start with the park 
(CabE space, 2005) 

•		 paving the way: how we achieve 
clean, safe and attractive streets 
(oDpm and CabE, 2002) 

•		 actions for housing growth: 
creating a legacy of great places 
(CabE 2007) 

13.Do buildings or spaces 
outperform statutory minima, 
such as Building regulations? 

•		 Housing quality indicators: 
www.communities.gov.uk/ 
housingqualityindicators 

•		 the green guide to housing 
specification (anderson and 
howard, brE, 2000) 

•		 www.ecohomes.org 
•		 perceptions of privacy 

and density (Design for homes, 
popular housing research, 2003) 

•		 Code for sustainable homes 
(DClg, 2006) 

14.Has the scheme made use 
of advances in construction 
or technology that enhances 
its performance, quality 
and attractiveness? 

•		 homing in on excellence: a 
commentary on the use of 
offsite fabrication methods for 
the uk housebuilding industry 
(the housing Forum, rethinking 
Construction) 

•		 manufacturing excellence: uk 
capacity in offsite manufacturing 
(Construction Excellence, 2004) 

•		 prefabulous homes: the new 
housebuilding agenda (David 
birkbeck and andrew scoones, 
Constructing Excellence, 2005) 

•		 the green guide to housing 
specification (anderson and 
howard, brE, 2000) 

•		 www.ecohomes.org 

15.Do internal spaces and layout 
allow for adaptation, conversion 
or extension? 

•		 www.jrt.org.uk/housingandcare/ 
lifetimehomes 

•		 better places to live: 
a companion guide to ppg3 
(Dtlr and CabE, 2001) 

•		 the home buyers’ guide: what 
to look and ask for when buying 
a new home (alex Ely, CabE and 
black Dog publishing, 2004) 

11 12 13 14 15 

EnvIronmEnT & CommunITy 

16.Does the development 
have easy access to 
public transport? 

•		 better places to live: 
a companion guide to ppg3 
(Dtlr and CabE, 2001) 

•		 urban design compendium 
(English partnerships and the 
housing Corporation, 2000/2007) 

17. Does the development have 
any features that reduced its 
environmental impact? 

•	 the green guide to housing 
specification (anderson and 
howard, brE, 2000) 

•		 Code for sustainable homes 
(DClg, 2006) 

•		 www.ecohomes.org 
•		 Capital gains: making high-density 

housing work (london housing 
Federation 2002) 

•		 perceptions of privacy 
and density (Design for 
homes, popular housing 
research, 2003) 

•		 urban design compendium 
(English partnerships and the 
housing Corporation, 2000/2007) 

18. Is there a tenure mix that 
reflects	the	needs	of	the	 
local community? 

•		 better places to live: a 
companion guide to ppg3 
(Dtlr and CabE, 2001) 

19. Is there an accommodation 
mix	that	reflects	the	needs	 
and aspirations of the 
local community? 

•		 Capital gains: making high-density 
housing work (london housing 
Federation 2002) 

•		 better places to live: 
a companion guide to ppg3 
(Dtlr and CabE, 2001) 

20.Does the development provide 
(or is it close to) community 
facilities such as a school, 
parks, play areas, shops, 
pubs or cafés? 

•		 the home buyers’ guide: 
what to look and ask for 
when buying a new home 
(alex Ely, CabE and black Dog 
publishing, 2004) 

•		 start with the park 
(CabE space, 2005) 

•		 urban design compendium 
(English partnerships and the 
housing Corporation, 2000/2007) 

•		 Creating successful masterplans: 
a guide for clients (CabE 2004) 
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27  Wincheap masterplan,  
John McAslan and Partners

28   Telford Millennium Community; 
Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands

29   Linton Hospital, Coxheath; 
Sheppard Robson

30  W incheap masterplan,  
John McAslan and Partners

31  Haywards Heath masterplan,  
John McAslan and partners

32 N ewbury Park Way, BDP

33 T elford Millennium Community; 
Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands

34 D alston interchange masterplan, 
John McAslan and Partners
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Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands
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37  Telford Millennium Community; 
Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands

38  Sally Lewis, sml urban projects
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42  Bath Western Riverside,  
Feilden Clegg Bradley
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